CHAPTER XX
Ibn Batuta
AT the time Marco Polo, the Venetian, closed his
journeys in the depths of the Asiatic countries
and societies and recorded his travels and
observations, there was born in Tangier a Muslim
explorer, one of the few outstanding personalities
presented by the history of Islam in the fourteenth
century. In 1304 AD. (703 A.H.) Abu Abdilla
Mohammed ibn Abdilla of Tangier, known by the
name of Ibn Batuta, was born. We know very little
about his youth and his early education, but it seems
that he was born in ordinary conditions and that he
studied law and theology. Similarly we do not know
the special circumstances or motives which induced
the Muslim explorer to spend his life in travelling
about the world to the furthest ends of the globe
known at that time. All we know is that when this
young man of Tangier attained the twenty-second year
of his age he was filled with the desire to perform
pilgrimage and to visit the holy lands. Pilgrimage is
the most sublime aspiration which burns in the heart
of every Muslim who can accomplish this desire.
It seems also that Ibn Batuta could not afford
the journey to Mecca and that he was intent upon
accomplishing this desire whatever difficulties he
might encounter. Crossing the desert of North Africa
and the Islamic countries from Tangier to Mecca was,
in those days, a great adventure.
The future explorer left his native town, Tangier,
in the month of Rajab, 725 A.H. (1325 A.D ), as he
relates in his travels, " proposing to make a pilgrimage
to the sacred House of God and to visit the tomb of